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Morning Prayer: Rite Two 
 
Prelude: Air from Water Music               George Frideric Handel* 
 
Opening Sentence 
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.    Colossians 3:1                                                               

 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Officiant says to the people 
 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare 
ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and 
obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. 

 
Silence may be kept.  

 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest alone stands and says 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

 
Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Officiant and People 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Christ our Passover    Pascha nostrum  1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
 

Officiant      Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  
People      Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.  

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant      Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  
People      Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.  

 
Then follows the Psalm or Psalms Appointed 
 
Psalm 22:24-30  Deus, Deus meus 
 
24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever!” 

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27  For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29  My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 

 



 

 

30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles [8:26-40]. 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated 
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 
this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a 
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The 
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came 
to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 8  The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino   Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13,  
 
Especially suitable for use in Easter Season 

 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been 
                             drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 



 

 

    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to 
                             your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of John [4:7-21]. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought 
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he 
first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 16  The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus   Luke 1:68-79 

 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *  
he has come to his people and set them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 



 

 

born of the house of his servant David.  
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, *  
from the hands of all who hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *  
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear, *  
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation *  
by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God *  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
A  Reading from the Gospel according to John [15:1-8]. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Officiant and People together 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 



 

 

On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 
 

Officiant      The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you.  
Officiant       Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages A 
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R. And grant us your salvation.  
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy.  
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V. Let your way be known upon earth;  
R. Your saving health among all nations.  
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
 



 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in 
the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
A Collect for Sundays 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Mission 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for 
all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings   The response to each bidding is, Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 
The General Thanksgiving  
 
Officiant and People 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 



 

 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Concluding Verse and Response 
 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
The Grace 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.       2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
Sermon 
 
Postlude: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken     music by Fran Joseph Haydn* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Selection taken from Easter Piano Solos, Hal Leonard. 
Music broadcast under OneLicense.net # A-721965. 


